
Robert S. Hall, DDS 

53 Sunset Farm Road 

West Hartford, CT 06107 

 

February 23, 2017 

 

Dear Senator Osten, Senator Formica, Representative Walker, and distinguished members of the 

Appropriations Committee: 

 

As a dental professional, I am a member of the American College of Dentists and an Assistant 

Clinical Professor at UConn School of Dental Medicine. I have been an active member of the 

Hartford Dental Society and the Connecticut State Dental Association Peer Review and Ethics 

Committees for over 25 years. 

 

In 2012 I received a call from UCSDM asking me if I could help HAVEN review a ten-year 

graduate of UCSDM who was recovering from a brain tumor and who had returned to her private 

dental practice after having retaken clinical exams at UConn, which demonstrated that she was 

clinically ready to return to private practice. Her office, however, questioned whether she was 

mentally competent to practice dentistry. Over the next two and a half months, I observed her at 

her office, reviewing her overall patient treatment and her mental wellbeing. I was impressed with 

HAVEN’s concern for her recovery and also its concern that patients were receiving proper care 

in her office. Unfortunately, my report was that she was not competent to practice dentistry at that 

time. After I had completed my report, HAVEN asked me to be on their board.  Realizing the 

important role HAVEN plays in the medical community, I said yes. 

 

In the autumn of 2015, I came to a CT Legislative Appropriations Committee hearing to ask the 

unusual: would the state legislature be willing to increase all health providers’ yearly license fee 

by $10 and then pay this money directly to HAVEN through the DPH. The current Speaker of the 

House Joseph Aresimowicz and Senator Beth Bye both thought this was a worthy cause, but a 

$5.00 increase was more appropriate. This amounted to a .08% of one percent increase of my 

license fee. However, this would net out to about $800,000 over the 2016 year for HAVEN. Our 

members were delighted to add a $5.00 increase to their license fee to fund HAVEN. Up to that 

point all license fees went into the general fund and thus did nothing directly for practitioners. My 

dental license over 4 years cost me $2268; by contrast my dental license in Florida cost $510 for 

the same time period.  

 

As you are discovering today, HAVEN has yet to receive one penny from DPH over the past 12 

months. Public Act 15-244 sec137 and Public Act 15-5 sec 479 were passed in 2015 to allow 

monies from the $5.00 license fee increase to pass directly to HAVEN 

 

It is imperative that this conduit be opened and remain so for HAVEN to survive. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Robert S Hall, DDS 


